
SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO TOWN 
J. Fred Coots & Haven Gillespie (1934) 

 
Key: G    Start note:  D         Time: 4/4      Strum:   D_  du  D_  du 
 
Intro: G /  Em /  Am /  D7 /  G / / /  D7 / /  Percussion:  bells or xylophone 
 
   /     G         /       G7   /        C         /    /   / 

1. You better watch out…  you better not cry, 
G         /     G7   /      C        /      /   / 
Better not pout, I’m telling you why, 
G     /    Em    /  Am  /  D7 /   G / / /   D7 / / 
Santa Claus is comin’     to town. 
 
    /    G          /  G7   /     C           /  /    / 

2. He’s making a list and checking it twice, 
G          /     G7    /      C            /      /   / 
Gonna find out who’s naughty and nice, 
G   /     Em    /   Am  /  D7  /   G  / / /   G / /  
Santa Claus is comin’       to town 
 

 
BRIDGE: 
   /    G7     /     /         /           C / /  
He sees you when you’re sleeping, 
   /    G7         /        /       /    C / /  
He knows when you’re awake, 
  /     A7      /    /           /         D   /    / 
He knows if you’ve been bad or good, 
  /        A7       /      /      /        Di       D7i 
So be good for goodness sake.   Oh 
 
G          /     G7   /     C        /     /     / 

    3.  You better watch out, you better not cry, 
G         /    G7      /   C         /     /    / 
Better not pout, I’m telling you why 
G    /    Em     /  Am  /  D7  /   G  / / /   D7  / /   (repeat from top) 
Santa Claus is comin’      to town. 
 
Outro: 

 
G   /     Em    /    Am    /  D7  /   G  / / /     Gi D7i Gi 
Santa Claus is comin’       to town. 
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