
RUDOLPH THE RED-NOSED REINDEER+ 
words by Robert L. May (1939), music by Johnny Marks (1949) 

                 DE11/23 
Key: G Start notes: E, F#, G  Time: 4/4 Strum: D_  du  D_  du 
 
Intro: 1, 2, 3, You know…..(single strums)  Percussion: shaker on verses 
 
         Am              Bm     Am     G 
………….. Dasher and Dancer and Prancer and Vixen, 
Am          Bm      Am     G 
Comet and Cupid and Donner and Blitzen. 
Em  Em   A7              D7 
But do you recall the most famous reindeer of all?    (D_  du  D_  du) 
 G 

1. Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer    (reindeer) 
          D7 
Had a very shiny nose    (like a light bulb) 
 
And if you ever saw it    (saw it) 
         G 
You would even say it glows    (like a flash light) 
G 

2. All of the other reindeer    (reindeer) 
     D7    
Used to laugh and call him names    (like Pinochio) 
 
They never let poor Rudolph    (Rudolph) 
    G             G7i 
Join in any reindeer games     (like Monopoly)   

C          G  
Then one foggy Christmas Eve,  
D7       G 
Santa came to say      (Ho Ho Ho) 
D 
Rudolph with your nose so bright 
A7i       D7i 
Won’t you guide my sleigh tonight? 

 G      
3. Then all the reindeer loved him    (loved him).   

    D7 
And they shouted out with glee    (yippee) 
 
Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer    (reindeer) 
                 G 
You’ll go down in history!      (like Columbus) 
        G 

4. But Rudolph, he didn’t go for that.  He said, 
                                                      D7 
           “I see through your silly games. 



How can you look me in the face, 
                                                           G 
When only yesterday you called me names?” 

            G 
5. Now, all of the other reindeer, (reindeer) 

                                        D7 
Man, they sure did feel ashamed.  (boo hoo) 

             
“Rudolph, you know we’re sorry.   
                                        G 
We’re truly gonna try to change. 
 
           D7                                             G            Gi  D7i  Gi 
We’re truly…  gonna….  try…..  to…  change.” 
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