
                               GOING DOWN TO THE RIVER                           NE&DE 09/24 
words & music by Doug Seegers (2012) 

 
Key: Am    Start note:  A     Time: 4/4 Strum: D_  du   D_  du 
                     D_  xu   D_  xu 
 
Intro: Am / / /  Am / / /  Am / / /  Ami  (2, 3) 
 
     Am        Dm    Am    Am 

1. I’m going down to the river, gonna wash my soul again 
  Dm          Am   Am 
I’ve been runnin’ with the devil, and I know that he is not my friend 
  Dm            Am   Am 
I’ve been fallin’ by the wayside, livin’ in this world of sin 
           F         E7      Am   Ami 
I’m going down to the river, gonna wash my soul again 
 
  Am     Dm       Am    Am 

2. I’m going down to the country, gonna bury my head in a creek 
  Dm           Am   Am 
I’m gonna jump in them waters, baptize both a’ my feet 
                     Dm                 Am 
Cause everywhere I’ve been walkin, I’ve been getting’ in trouble deep 
  F         E7   Am  Ami 
I’m going down to the river, gonna wash my soul again. 

 
CHORUS: 
 
Am  /    Dm           Am  Am 
We-ell, this whole world’s going to hell in a… hand basket. 
      Dm     
If I don’t me get some restoration soon,  
    E7       E7                         Am      Am 
I’m gonna end up in a casket, Woo-hoo-oo-oo 
 
 
Solo:  Am  Dm  Am  Am 
 
   Dm  Dm  Am  Am 
 
   Dm  Dm  Am  Am   
 
   F    E7   Am   Am  / 



CHORUS: 
 /    /     Dm           Am  Am 
We-ell, this whole world’s going to hell in a… hand basket. 
      Dm     
If I don’t me get some restoration soon,  
    E7       E7                         Am     Am 
I’m gonna end up in a casket, Woo-hoo-oo-oo 
 

   Am                Dm                  Am  Am 
3. I’m going down to the river, gonna wash my soul again 

  Dm          Am   Am 
I’ve been runnin’ with the devil, and I know that he is not my friend 
  Dm            Am   Am 
I’ve been fallin’ by the wayside, livin’ in this world of sin 
           F         E7      Am   Ami 
I’m going down to the river, gonna wash my soul again 
 
                              F            E7      Am   Ami 
Outro: I’m going down to the river, gonna wash my soul again 
                               F            E7      Am   Ami 
    I’m going down to the river, gonna wash my soul again 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 


